In India, driving license is issued by the Regional Transport Offices of each state and the procedure is regulated by the Motor Vehicle Act (MVA) 1988, amended in 2017. As per sub-section 3 of section 8 of the MVA, a self-declaration (form 1) to drive a nontransport vehicle and a medical certificate from a registered medical practitioner (form 1A) to drive a transport vehicle are the only formal requirements. Self-declaration form 1 carries three questions related to visual function -1. Is the applicant able to distinguish a motor car number plate from 25 meters, 2. Is the applicant able to distinguish pigmentary coolers red and green, and 3. Does the applicant have night blindness? Medical examination form carries the same questions to be answered by a registered medical practitioner but does not mandate any specific test or assessment criteria. If the number plate letter size is standard 65 mm, ability to see it from 25 meters approximately translates to a visual acuity of 20/40 and is rather subjective. Unfortunately, the MVA amendment of 2017 did not include general vision-specific criteria for driving license. Monocular patients, however, currently have prescribed visual function standards for driving license---visual acuity of 20/40 in the remaining eye, horizontal visual field of 120°, and monocular adaption period of 6 months.
There is gross underreporting of visual disability at the time of primary application for driving license or renewal. Several studies in India conclusively show that the active licensed drivers have significant visual morbidity that would predispose them to the risk of road traffic accidents. [3, 5] This issue of Indian Journal of Ophthalmology carries important information about the lacunae in issuing driving license in India in patients with established glaucoma. [9] In a cohort of patients with glaucoma, legal license renewal procedure was bypassed by 45%, only 7% self-reported glaucoma, none were asked about their visual field during renewal, only 10% of those medically certified were examined by an ophthalmologist, 44% experienced driving difficulties, and glaringly, 30% of those who got a driving license would not have satisfied the International College of Ophthalmologists' (ICO) 
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